his place was taken by the grandson of
Merwan I who was then the Governor of
Iraq. During Merwan IFs Khilafat the
Abbasides and the Alyites succeeded in
bringing about his downfall, and in 749
AJD. Abul Abbas-es-Saffah acquired pos-
session of Khorasan and after a fierce
battle with Merwan II he was successful
in capturing the Khilafat. Merwan II
was forced to flee for safety ; but while
doing so, he was assassinated by the men
of Abbas-es-Saffah.

THE RISE OF THE UMMAYYADS IN
SPAIN

^After coming into power.
Abbas assassinated all the friends and
members of the Umayyad family except
Abd al-Rahman, the grandson of Hisham,
who somehow managed to escape into
Egypt. There, avoiding inhabited regions,
he roamed among the wandering Berbers
who began to respect him for his princely
appearance, learning and courage as well
as his other accomplishments. His fame
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